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Area co-ordinator

In my last newsletter I mentioned that I have been appointed as national vice chairman for BAfM. I would now like to pass the baton on to someone else in one of the six counties. So far – no response. If there is anyone you know in your area who could be interested please contact me.

Area Conference Norwich 30 April 2015

Still a few days before the revised closing date of 16 March for booking a place at the area Conference to be held at the Sainsbury Centre, Norwich on 30 April. If your committee does not meet in time to send a booking in before 16 March please phone me on 01394 380044 or email alan@whr.demon.co.uk
BAfM Journal changes

One of the areas we have been discussing at the Strategic Development Group is how the Journal might better serve the membership. We first looked at the design and printing and can make useful cost savings. The next issue will have a new look and come from a different printer. We would welcome your observations. With the money saved we are moving towards ways to be in more regular contact with members. Back issues of the Journal are now on our web site as flip books so you can let your own members know that they can read the BAfM Journal on line.

Robert Logan Award 2015
In Memory of Robert Logan - BAfM Chairman 1994-1998 with £500 Prize Money. Robert Logan was a former Chairman of BAfM who while in office was killed in a climbing accident. He was particularly interested in promoting and encouraging young people in the Heritage Sector and it was with these ideals in mind that this award was set up.

This Award is open to candidates under 30 years of age working in the Heritage Sector.

Applicants should be engaged on a project which fulfills the following criteria:

- made an outstanding contribution to your Museum or Institute
- improved the Museum experience
- attracted a wider audience
 

An outline of your project approx 200 words, (which must have started AFTER August 2013) can be one that you are currently working on, or have just completed, should be sent to the Administator by the 1st May 2015. A full submission of approx 1,500 words, should then be with the Administrator by the 1st August 2015.

The Award will be presented at the Annual BAfM Conference which will this year be in Cheltenham, 15th – 18th October 2015 where the winner will present a paper, be the all expenses paid guest of BAfM, and have the opportunity of meeting delegates and Museum professionals from all over the UK.

Further details, including an entry form, are available  from the Administrator. For any other information, please contact Anne Stobo, BAfM RLA Administrator, 21 Albany Hill, Tunbridge Wells, TN23RX  Tel 01892 548763 annestobo@yahoo.co.uk
Visits

I was invited by the Friends of Moyses Hall Museum in Bury St Edmunds to a talk about Sybil Andrews a distinguished artist born in the town and to celebrate their contribution towards the acquisition of two important preliminary drawings by Sybil. They have an excellent collection of the artist’s work which is now much appreciated. It was good to get a chance to see the remarkable clock and watch collection I saw on my first visit to Suffolk in 1969.
A few weeks later I made the journey to Bushey to pay a visit to the museum and to meet members of their Friends committee. They have many challenges with the possibility to take on the adjacent old fire station to use for storage, and the renovation of Reveley Lodge a charming old house with a delightful garden bequeathed by its last owner Mrs Eila Chewett. The museum is home to a local social history collection and they also have a gallery to Sir Hubert von Herkomer RA, a distinguished local Victorian artist, and also a room full of superb horse paintings by Lucy Kemp-Welch. At both venues there are active educational programmes.

I look forward to visiting other Friends groups in the region.
Naturally Curious

A number of museums in the North West have joined together to raise awareness of their collections. The web site www.naturallycurious.co.uk is well worth a look as it has links to a number of interesting museums. It was mentioned in the February issue of Museums Journal and what took my interest was that the initial three museums reused an existing web site that had become dormant thus saving cost. What about a similar project in our region?

Museum Freecycle

I mentioned this initiative in a previous newsletter. Here is an update from SHARE.
‘Museum Freecycle is excellent and I have recommended it to contacts at other museums’ - Matthew Abel, Exhibitions Team Leader at Havering Museum.

Museum Freecycle, the online network that encourages museums to recycle museum items for free, is continuing to flourish.       

In its first six months, the network has around 300 members and has recycled over 35 display cases, 10 mannequins and 100s of display boxes. Many Museums in the East are already using the site, including Essex Fire Museum, who have rehomed 100 hessian sacks originally owned by Havering Museum, and Braintree Museum, who have provided a new home for seven mannequins from the Design Museum. Further information from SHARE.

Gressenhall Farm and Workhouse

The Friends of Gressenhall send me copies of their full colour Rural Life Journal. Last year I encouraged them to submit an issue to the BAfM Newsletter competition. They became joint runner-up with another group in our region at Kings Lynn. In the current issue they devote a page and a half to BAfM, and print the judges’ comments on their publication that include a remark that there had been no mention of BAfM – so that was clearly taken to heart this time!
Copycats!
I noticed in the Newsletter sent to me by the Friends of Chelmsford Museums that they have printed extracts from my own recent Newsletters. This passes on to individual members some of the work of BAfM. I hope other members in my region might do likewise – you do not need to ask my permission!

Share Volunteer Awards for Museums

These are a collaboration between SHARE Museums East, Imperial War Museum Duxford and University Museums Cambridge. BAfM members know better than many that most museums could not open to the public without the help of volunteers and the organisers want to recognize this massive contribution. Any accredited museum in the region, or those actively working towards it, is eligible to nominate a volunteer for an award in one of seven categories. The closing date is 27 March 2015. For more information have a look at

http://sharemuseumseast.org.uk/volunteer-awards/?dm_i=12V8,36ORQ,5BXPGE,BETDX,1

