New archaeology exhibition by Cambridgeshire County Council and the University of Cambridge wins Heritage Lottery Fund support
A partnership between Cambridgeshire County Council and the Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology have secured a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for an exciting new exhibition on the archaeology of childhood. Due to open in 2016, we aim to involve community groups, archaeology/history societies, schools and local museums in tackling questions such as how has childhood changed over the past 2,000 years in Cambridgeshire? What does this tell us about children and childhood today? Can a history of childhood be used to engage local communities with their heritage? 

When archaeologists find artefacts of childhood, such as toys, they are often interpreted alongside adult artefacts in subsequent publications and exhibitions, rather than as a distinct category of their own. The unintended consequence has been that children and childhood can be overlooked in popular archaeology and museum displays – and therefore by the wider public. This project seeks to change this by bringing together artefacts of childhood from more than 2,000 years ago up to the 19th century in an exhibition and accompanying website. In so doing, we aim to bring to light stories of children and childhood, making them accessible to local people and those further afield.

In the next few weeks and months, our team will start the process of reaching out to local stakeholders such as yourselves and your organisations, to help us identify and interpret artefacts of childhood from our area. We also encourage you to share your thoughts and suggestions by contacting us directly at archildhood@maa.cam.ac.uk. Those of you with a more general interest can follow our progress through our project blog (https://archaeologyofchildhoodproject.wordpress.com/) where we will be posting behind-the-scenes stories and photographs about researching, designing and mounting an exhibition.
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